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SENATE BI LL 5046

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Regal a and Johnson; by request of Legislative Ethics Board

Read first time 01/12/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to ethics conplaints; and anmending RCW 42.52. 425
and 42.52. 450.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.52.425 and 2000 ¢ 211 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Based on the investigation conducted under RCW 42.52.420 or
42.52. 450, and subject to rules issued by each board, the board or the
staff of the appropriate ethics board may issue an order of dism ssa
based on any of the follow ng findings:

(a) Any violation that nmay have occurred is not wthin the
jurisdiction of the board;

(b) The conplaint is obviously unfounded or frivol ous; or

(c) Any violation that may have occurred does not constitute a
material violation because it was inadvertent and m nor, or has been
cured, and, after consideration of all of the circunstances, further
proceedi ngs woul d not serve the purposes of this chapter.

(2) Witten notice of the determ nation under subsection (1) of
this section shall be provided to the conpl ai nant, respondent, and the
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board. The witten notice to the conpl ainant shall include a statenent
of the conplainant's right to appeal to the board under subsection (3)
of this section if the dismissal order was issued by staff.

(3) In the event that a conplaint is dismssed by staff under this
section, the conpl ainant nmay request that the board review the action.
Foll ow ng review, the board shall:

(a) Affirmthe staff dism ssal

(b) Direct the staff to conduct further investigation; or

(c) Issue a determnation that there is reasonabl e cause to believe
that a violation has been or is being commtted.

(4) The board's decision under subsection (3) of this section shal
be reduced to witing and provided to the conplainant and the
respondent.

Sec. 2. RCW 42.52.450 and 1994 c 154 s 215 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a conplaint alleges a violation of RCW 42.52.180 by a
| egislator or statewde elected official other than the attorney
general, the attorney general shall, if requested by the appropriate
ethics board, conduct the investigation wunder RCW 42.52.420 and
recomend action ((te—the—-appropriate—ethies—boeard)).

(2) If a conplaint alleges a violation of RCW 42.52.180 by the
attorney general, the state auditor shall conduct the investigation
under RCW 42.52.420 and recommend action to the appropriate ethics
boar d.

Passed by the Senate February 23, 2005.

Passed by the House April 5, 2005.

Approved by the Governor April 21, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 21, 2005.
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